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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings Fellow Fiber Artist Shut Ins:

This month rather then voicing my thoughts for you in this
newsletter l decided to share those of Bill Gates from his
Facebook post of early April.  He expresses some truly
inspiring ideas.  Please enjoy: 

Beautiful message from Bill Gates:

*What is the Corona/ Covid-19 Virus Really Teaching us?*
I'm a strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind everything that happens,
whether that is what we perceive as being good or being bad.

As I meditate upon this, I want to share with you what I feel the Corona/ Covid-19 virus
is really doing to us:

1) It is reminding us that we are all equal, regardless of our culture, religion,
occupation, financial situation or how famous we are. This disease treats us all equally,
perhaps we should to. If you don't believe me,
just ask Tom Hanks.

2) It is reminding us that we are all connected and something that affects one person
has an effect on another. It is reminding us that the false borders that we have put up
have little value as this virus does not need a passport. It is reminding us, by
oppressing us for a short time, of those in this world whose whole life is spent in
oppression.

3) It is reminding us of how precious our health is and how we have moved to neglect it
through eating nutrient poor manufactured food and drinking water that is contaminated
with chemicals upon chemicals. If we don't look after our health, we will, of course, get
sick.

4) It is reminding us of the shortness of life and of what is most important for us to do,



which is to help each other, especially those who are old or sick. Our purpose is not to
buy toilet roll.

5) It is reminding us of how materialistic our society has become and how, when in
times of difficulty, we remember that it's the essentials that we need (food, water,
medicine)
as opposed to the luxuries that we sometimes unnecessarily give value to.

6) It is reminding us of how important our family and home life is and how much we
have neglected this. It is forcing us back into our houses so we can rebuild them into
our home and
to strengthen our family unit.

7) It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that is what we do, not what we
were created to do.
Our true work is to look after each other, to protect each other and to be of benefit to
one another.

  It is reminding us to keep our egos in check. It is reminding us that no matter how
great we think we are or how great others think we are,
a virus can bring our world to a standstill.

9) It is reminding us that the power of freewill is in our hands. We can choose to
cooperate and help each other, to share, to give, to help and to support each other or
we can choose to be selfish, to hoard, to look after
only our self. Indeed, it is difficulties that bring out our true colors.

10) It is reminding us that we can be patient, or we can panic. We can either
understand that this type of situation has happened many times before in history and
will pass, or we can panic and see it as the end of the world and, consequently, cause
ourselves more harm than good.

11) It is reminding us that this can either be an end or a new beginning. This can be a
time of reflection and understanding, where we learn from our mistakes, or it can be the
start of a cycle which will continue until we finally learn the lesson we are meant to.

12) It is reminding us that this Earth is sick. It is reminding us that we need to look at
the rate of deforestation just as urgently as we look at the speed at which toilet rolls are
disappearing off of shelves. We are sick because our home is sick.

13) It is reminding us that after every difficulty, there is always ease. Life is cyclical, and
this is just a phase in this great cycle. We do not need to panic; this too shall pass.

14) Whereas many see the Corona/ Covid-19 virus as a great disaster, I prefer to see it
as a *great corrector*

It is sent to remind us of the important lessons that we seem to have forgotten and it is
up to us if we will learn them or not.

Gloria

BOARD REPORTS



Please click on the blue links to review the latest meeting minutes and financial reports.

Meeting Minutes
May CFG board meeting MayCFG board meeting minutes
Revised April CFG board meeting Revised April CFG board meeting minutes
Treasures Reports
Income and Expense Report April 2020  Income and expense report April 2020
April Report  Monthly report April

 

PROGRAM NEWS FROM LAURA
.
Hello Guild members.  Due to the coronavirus, we will not be seeing each
other at our regular quarterly meeting in June.   Instead, we will be offering a
video produced especially for CFG by the cancelled  June lecturer, Leisa
Rich.   It will not be a lecture, but an introduction to Leisa and her diverse
artwork in her gallery.   This video will be available in our June Newsletter.  
ALL The exact dates for viewing will be noted in the June newsletter. 

See MEMBER TO MEMBER AREA for June Challenge

Hopefully by September we will be meeting in person, but if we cannot, stay
safe, stay healthy, and stay busy with your fabulous fiber arts projects.

 

MEMBER TO MEMBER

 

You are Invited to participate in our June 
ALL MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT FEATURE 

We are certain the majority of our members have been creating wonderfully
imaginative pieces during this time at home, and we want to see them.  If you would
like to share one of your projects, we ask that you send no more than two (2) photos
and a short explanation no longer than fifty (50) words.  Send the photo(s) in a JPEG
format and the blurb in Word to  columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com 
and it will be included in the June Newsletter.  Please send the information no later
than May 25th.  We feel this will be a perfect way for our Guild members to connect
remotely and inspire out community.  Below you will find an example of Karen Miller's
work during the coronavirus pandemic.

https://files.constantcontact.com/2801699c001/c19b1266-7ad9-472a-b446-eaa6de828841.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2801699c001/6f7e5307-6f16-434a-bd18-7e7954017a90.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2801699c001/d793e625-5d9a-4005-a253-207f548195a3.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/2801699c001/7d673f33-7025-41b1-8f7f-11320af6efc3.pdf
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com


One Hundred Days of Solitude 

All the days are the same but
each one contains a bit of
challenge or variety as the
stitching on this quilt reveals. I
think there are no two centers
the same and returning to my
roots as a stitcher and revisiting
history in my mother's button box
made each day unique.

Karen Miller

                        

Tips from new President-elect
  
 Tips from your President Elect Cheri Jolivette:

Do you have a box of 1100 yard spools of rayon
or polyester  threads that  don't have a way to
keep thread ends under control? I recently
tipped one of my boxes over- the spools flew out
and made a rat's nest of threads!!!!

I need to buy  1/4 yard of a thin (8gauge) clear vinyl. When I get it home, I will cut 1" x
9" strips from my vinyl. I will get 54 pieces and can wrap all my new spools with the
vinyl. The vinyl will cling to itself and prevent  another rat's nest. I will be so happy to go
to Jo-Ann's and not wait in line in order to get into the store!!

Sorry, I didn't wait in line to buy vinyl to make a picture of this tip for you. Let's hope that
we can get out soon, and do some normal things again.

CFG CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NO JUNE QUARTERLY MEETING  



Jane Wolfe
jwolfe@quantumleaders.com

Congregation Neveh Shalom  
2900 SW Peaceful Lane, Portland, OR 97239
Guest Admission Fee: $15 which may be applied to membership cost.    
 

For more details, go to our website and find the calendar of events - CFG Calendar 

HISTORIAN'S CORNER

CFG Historian's Corner, May 2020 
By Lynn Deal

Perhaps the most historic feature of CFG is its volunteer Board of Directors, designed
so our members run the guild for the benefit of the entire membership. Our board
transitions annually based on the oversight and guidance of CFG's by-laws and
standing rules located on our website. These guidelines are occasionally revised to
reflect the changing needs of our members and the society in which we function. One
constant transition has been guild dues. In 1971 dues were $5, by 1984 - $20, by 1991
- $25, and by 2014 - $50. One governance remains consistent however - a board
member may only serve two consecutive years in the same position. 
Both Karen Miller and Margaret Blake chose to serve 2 consecutive years as board
members. Incoming Programs Chair Karen Miller has been active in CFG since the
1970s and fondly remembers serving a 2-year term as CFG President in 2003 and
2004. She maintains CFG has always been worth her one-way 85 mile commute and
she continues to place high value the guild's members and its quarterly presentations
and workshops. Current board member Margaret Blake has been in the guild since the
1980s and currently serving her last year as Membership Chair. She says the job 'fits'
and particularly likes the perk of handing out nametags before each meeting because
she enjoys the personal contact and that it often leads to conversations regarding
different fiber art projects. 
For more information about CFG's board, contact Past President Paula Benjaminson at
paulabenjaminson@yahoo.com and visit
http://www.columbiafiberartsguild.org/whoweare.html.

 SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS of CFG

CREATIVE WEARABLES    

Our May18th meeting will again be a virtual meeting at Zoom café. Call in at 10 am.

We have a fabulous guest speaker for our virtual May 18th meeting.  Contact Jane to

http://Jane%20Wolfe%20jwolfe@quantumleaders.comundefined/
http://www.columbiafiberartsguild.org/events.htm
mailto:paulabenjaminson@yahoo.com
http://www.columbiafiberartsguild.org/whoweare.html.


Zoom meeting May 18 with
Sharon Svec

receive an invitation.

 Sharon Svec is a textile artist working with UV
sensitive dye. She creates tapestries
through an original process of exposing photographs
onto fabric and layering with various stenciling
techniques. The images exposed to the fabric reflect
on dance, posture, and movement. Additional layers
add context and depth. The resulting pieces
are empowering, sobering, reflective, peaceful and
turbulent. The finished tapestries are then mounted
at a short distance from the wall, allowing them to
catch a subtle breeze, breathing some suggestion of
life into the art.

In the past year, Svec
has been working with clothing as well;
printing patterns onto fabric as well as
directly onto clothes. Most recently, she's
been printing patterns from nature onto
fabric to be made into masks.

Sharon grew up in rural Illinois. She
studied in the colleges of Art & Design,
Theater and Mass Communication at
Southern Illinois University. She's been
living and working in the Pacific NW a
s an artist, designer and communicator for
more than 10 years.
 

Our "Dare to Lead" style show has been postponed until November 14th along with
Quiltfest Northwest.  
 
Everyone is invited to stay in touch and share projects on our Facebook page at
Creative Wearables.
  
In "normal" times, Creative Wearables meets the 3rd Monday, monthly Sept to June
10am-noon at Crossroads Community Church, 2505 NE 102nd Ave., Portland OR



97220.
Go to south parking lot, grey building, food bank signage. 

HIGH FIBER DIET

Journeys Coming Your Way
Please direct questions to Jill at hoddick@up.edu

 SURFACE DESIGN GROUP

Opportunity !
Contact Karin Graves at karinagraves2@frontier.com.
   

FACEBOOK PAGE

CFG Facebook Group!
If you still haven't joined, and would like to, just click the following link: Join CFG Membership
on Facebook and look for the button that says "join group", click and wait for approval, then
start posting!

Remember this is a closed group and only paid members of CFG may join. Your posts will be
seen only by members and cannot be shared outside the group page. 

OTHER CLASSES AND EVENTS
Ongoing: Eugene Textile Center (ETC) offers a full slate of classes. To see the schedule,
click here 
     
Ongoing: Textile Learning Center at Mission Mill Museum, 1313 Mill St., Salem. Studios
available for students and weavers. The facilities include various multiple harness looms, a surface
design printing table, textile tools, and a resource library. Also offered are independent study
programs in weaving, knitting, bobbin or tatted lace, and rug hooking. For information, Click Here  

Ongoing: Gail Harker Creative Studies Center  The center moved to LaConner, WA in September
2011 and offers certificate and diploma courses and short classes with masters in the textile arts.
They now also offer online courses. For information, Click Here or Email or 360.279.2105 

SIGN UP FOR AMAZONSMILE
CFG is now a member of the AmazonSmile program. This program allows 501 (c) (3) charities, of
which we are one, to receive .5% of the purchase price on most items bought through Amazon. It is
simple to do, and a great way to painlessly supplement our budget. In order to make it easier to
understand, click on this link smile.amazon.com/about to learn about how you can participate, and
look for the AmazonSmile button that will take you directly to their shopping site. Use the Smile
program every time you shop on Amazon! Click the image below to make CFG your charity of
choice.

mailto:hoddick@up.edu
mailto:karinagraves2@frontier.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1620088268264529/requests/
http://www.eugenetextilecenter.com/
https://www.willametteheritage.org/
http://www.gailcreativestudies.com/
mailto:gail@gailcreativestudies.com
http://smile.amazon.com/about


The Fine Print 
Please send items for publication in the newsletter to: CFGNews or columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com

The Columbia FiberArts Guild meets quarterly in March, June, September and December. No newsletter is published in
those months. The newsletter is published seven times a year: October, November, January, February, April, May and
a combined issue in July/August. Deadline for articles i6 around the 10th day of the month of publication. 
 
2019-2020 Executive Board and Committee Chairs: 
  
President:  Gloria Richardson morninggloryq@gmail.com
President Elect: Cheri Jolivette Jolivettec@hope.edu
Secretary: Open
Treasurer: Joanne Carpenter  jokittens@gmail.com
Past President: Paula Benjaminson paulabenjaminson@yahoo.com
Exhibits: Open
Historian: Lynn Deal  ideallyspeaking@yahoo.com
Membership: Margaret Blake singsew@comcast.net 
Membership database: Chris Brown sienna5@comcast.net
Newsletter: Deb Sorem columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
Outreach: Kathie Kerler Kathie@kathiekerler.com
Program: Laura Fendel jazzfens13@gmail.com 
                Laura Lehrhoff  laura.lehrhoff@gmail.com
Program Elect: Karen Miller    nautilusfiberarts@gmail.com
Publicity: Open
Webmaster: JudithQuinn  cfgwebster@gmail.com
 
CFG Board Meetings 
Meetings are held monthly on the first Monday when there is no quarterly meeting and are open to the
membership to attend. Contact the President for more information. 

Committees are: Exhibits, Historian, Membership, Newsletter, Outreach, Programs, Publicity and Webmaster

Minutes of meetings are posted in the CFG Newsletter. 

Columbia FiberArtsGuild | P.O. Box 19645 | Portland | OR | 97280-0645

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7267830
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
mailto:morninggloryq@gmail.com
mailto:Jolivettec@hope.edu
mailto:jokittens@gmail.com
mailto:paulabenjaminson@yahoo.com
mailto:ideallyspeaking@yahoo.com
mailto:singsew@cmcast.net
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
mailto:Kathie@kathiekerler.com
mailto:jazzfens13@gmail.com
mailto:laura.lehrhoff@gmail.com
mailto:columbiafiberartsnews@gmail.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_200

